During [1997] [1998] [1999] [2000] [2001] [2002] 105 samples of mites were collected from 34 nests of the white-tailed sea eagle in Poland. The material included 9,724 specimens of Mesostigmata belonging to 86 species. The mite communities were dominated by species of the families Parasitidae, Macrochelidae and Ascidae. The most abundant species were Alliplzis balleri, Androlaelaps casalis, Parasitus fimetorum and Macrocheles merdarius that altogether made up 48% of all the specimens collected. Alliplzis halleri andAndrolaelaps casalis were also the two most frequently found mites. A summary is presented on the biology and distribution of the abundant species.
However, the mite fauna of the nests of large Birds' nests provide microhabitats that are inhabited by diverse groups of invertebrates, especially arthropods (Fenda & Pinowski 1997, Fenda et Karg (1989 Karg ( , 1993 . Values of the dominance (D) and occurrence coefficient (C) were calculated following Bloszyk (1999 Krauss, 1970 Found in dead wood, and also in old nests ofbirds of prey (Krauss 1970 , Gwiazdowicz et al. 1999 , Gwiazdowicz 2003b , Masan 2003 (Karg 1993 (Bregetova 1977b ). Berlese, 1903 A species most frequently found in soil, forest litter, humus and in the nests of small mammals (Bregetova 1977b (Karg 1993 (Gwiazdowicz 2003a ), but it is considered uncommon in the nests of the white stork . Similarly, Macrocheles ancyleus (Macrochelidae) has been found mainly in the nests of birds of prey (Gwiazdowicz et al. 1999; Gwiazdowicz 2003a , present study), whereas in the nests of other bird species it has been recorded only sporadically.
Iphidozercon gibbus
The most species-rich mite families in the nests of the white-tailed sea eagle were Parasitidae (14 species), Macrochelidae (13 species) and Ascidae (18 species). The rich fauna of Ascidae is particularly striking, because they have only rarely been found in avian nests before. Proctolaelaps pygmaeus has been found in bird nests before, but never in great numbers (Fenda et al. 1998 
